CHAPTER VII
IMPROVEMENT  OF  CITRUS   TREES  BY
BREEDING
THE production of citrus fruits in California and
Florida is increasing at a rapid rate. The shipments
from these two states for the season 1913-14 reached a
total of about sixty thousand cars. Thousands of acres of
young orchards are just coming into bearing, and the near
future will undoubtedly witness a large increase in produc-
tion. The problem of how to make a profit in the business
in spite of the heavy production will loom large in the
future.
Undoubtedly a great deal may be accomplished through
the marketing organizations by securing better distribu-
tion of the fruit and increased consumption through proper
advertising. Yet it is a fact that much loss is at present
due to a lack of varieties which are well suited to the cli-
matic and soil conditions under which they are grown,
to ignorance in regard to adaptation of varieties, and to
sports or aberrant forms which occur throughout the
citrus growing districts much more commonly than is
generally recognized.
Through carelessness or ignorance in the selection of
bud-wood many poor or even worthless types have been
iia.